IRAN TERMS YOU MUST KNOW
Persian Empire
Cyrus and Darius

Persepolis

Farsi

Zoroastrianism

People of the Book

Qajar Empire

Safavid Empire

Islam

Islamist

Jihad

Koran

Mosque

Sharia law

Qanun law

fatwa

Mullah

Imam

Ayatollah

Shia /Shi’ism

Sunni Islam

Constitutional Revolution of 1905-1909
Constitution of 1906
Majlis/majles

Tobacco concession

The Pahlavis

Pahlavi Foundation

Shah

Reza Shah 
Praetorianism

Secular

Modernizing tyrant

Prime Minister Muhammad Mossadegh
ISI

Anglo-Iranian oil company

Rentier State

Containment

Tudeh Party

Shah Muhammad Reza Pahlavi

“White Revolution”

OPEC

Ayatollah Khomeini

US President Jimmy Carter

1979 Islamic Revolution

Revolution of rising expectations

“Tehran Spring”

1979 Constitution

1979 US Iran Hostage Crisis

Cultural Revolution of Iran

Theocracy

Velayat-e faqih “Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist” 

Canon law

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Muhammad Khatami

Ayatollah Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Presidential election 2005
Unicameral legislature

Majlis

Council of Guardians/Guardian Council

Expediency Council

Assembly of religious Experts

Supreme Leader

Revolutionary Court

Islamic Revolutionary Guard (Pasdaran)

Basiji 

 Islamic fundamentalism 

Islamism

“Great Satan”

Heretics

1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War

1986 Iran-Contra scandal

Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK, Fighters for the People)

Shirin Ebadi

Bonyads
Thermidor

alienation

 hezobollahis

Presidential Election 2009 

Reformers v. conservatives

Statists v. free-marketers
Qom
“economics is for donkeys”

“axis of evil”

Baha’i

“Equality with difference”

Khordad Front (in 2000 and 2004)

Iranian Militant Clerics Society

Islamic Iran Participation Front

Executives of Construction Party

Islamic Society of Engineers

Worker’s House and the Islamic Labor Party

Islamic Association of Women

Green Coalition

National Front, Liberation Movement, Fedayin, MEK (in exile but have people in Iran)

Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB)

Mir Houssein Moussavi

Green Revolution/Persian Awakening (2009)

